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Medical records / Health information requests by the District One Medical
Examiner are authorized by Federal and State Law.

Federal HIPAA Statute 164.512: Uses and disclosures for which consent, an
authorization, or opportunity to agree or object is not required.

A covered entity may use or disclose protected health information without the
written consent or authorization of the individual as described in §§ 164.506 and
164.508, respectively, or the opportunity for the individual to agree or object as
described in § 164.510, in the situations covered by this section, subject to the
applicable requirements of this section. When the covered entity is required by
this section to inform the individual of, or when the individual may agree to, a use
or disclosure permitted by this section, the covered entity’s information and the
individual’s agreement may be given orally.

(g) Standard: uses and disclosures about decedents.

(1) Coroners and medical examiners. A covered entity may disclose protected
health information to a coroner or medical examiner for the purpose of identifying
a deceased person, determining a cause of death, or other duties as authorized by
law. A covered entity that also performs the duties of a coroner or medical
examiner may use protected health information for the purposes described in this
paragraph.

AND

Florida Statute 406.12”: Duty to report; prohibited acts.--It is the duty of any
person in the district where a death occurs, including all municipalities and
unincorporated and federal areas, who becomes aware of the death of any person
occurring under the circumstances described in s. 406.11 to report such death and
circumstances forthwith to the district medical examiner. Any person who knowingly
fails or refuses to report such death and circumstances, who refuses to make
available prior medical or other information pertinent to the death investigation,
or who, without an order from the office of the district medical examiner, willfully
touches, removes, or disturbs the body, clothing, or any article upon or near the body,
with the intent to alter the evidence or circumstances surrounding the death, shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.

775.083.



